The Problem of 1740                79

difference between the things which were Caesar's
and the things which were God's. The scion of
a Calvinist House, he began his reign by authoris-
ing the Lutherans to restore their ritual, which had
been arbitrarily simplified by his father. He was
soon to court the favour of Breslau by supplying
her with Protestant preachers, and of Glatz by
bestowing vestments upon a statue of the Virgin.
When Romanist Europe expelled the Jesuits, he
seized the opportunity of picking up well-trained
teachers cheap. Some of his papist subjects had a
fancy for buying handkerchiefs which bore the
effigies of saints. Frederick, eager to encourage
the linen manufacture, bade his officials find out
which saints were the most popular and adjust the
supply to the demand.

A story cited by Carlyle illuminates Frederick's
views upon the relations between Church and State.
He was questioning the monks of Cleve, to whom
the old dukes had assigned an income from the
royal forest-dues for masses to be said on their
behalf. "' You still say those masses then ?' ' Cer-
tainly, your Majesty/ c And what good does any-
body get out of them?' 'Your Majesty, those
old sovereigns are to obtain heavenly mercy by
them, to be delivered out of purgatory by them.'
* Purgatory ? It is a sore thing for the Forests, all this
while! And they are not yet out, those poor souls,
after so many hundred years of praying?' Monks
have a fatal apprehension, No. 'When will they
be out, and the thing complete?* Monks cannot
say. ' Send me a courier whenever it is complete!'